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“We believe that people care. What we need is to 

express this concern in action.” 

 

Rippan Kapur 

Founder, CRY 
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PREFACE 

 

 

 

 

If we all do something, then together there is no problem we cannot solve.  

Because the responsibility for change lies with us all.” 

- Rippan Kapur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journalists are champions of human rights. They act as the eyes, ears and voices of the public, drawing 

attention to abuses of power and human rights, often at considerable personal risk. Through their work they can 

encourage governments and civil society organisations to effect changes that will improve the quality of 

people’s lives. 

 

India belongs to the comity of nations who have reaffirmed successively to global commitment towards the 

cause of children. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has been a watershed in the recognition of 

the basic needs of the child as their rights and 192 countries have accepted that the needs and the rights of the 

children are similar world over notwithstanding their socio-economic, geographical and cultural differentials. 

The ratification of the Convention by India signalled its solicitousness to furthering the rights of the children 

and was a step further from recognizing state’s obligation towards the welfare of the children in the 

Constitution of India-the highest legal document of the land. It reflected the country’s commitment to provide 

basic needs of life, health, and education, protection from exploitation and servitude and respect to the opinion 

to its over 400 million child population. 
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The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) was set up in March 2007 under the 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005, an Act of Parliament (December 2005). The 

Commission's Mandate is to ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in 

consonance with the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India and also the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

 

Journalists, photographers and programme-makers frequently exposé the plight of children caught up in 

circumstances beyond their control, or abused or exploited by adults. However, it is equally important to 

consider the ‘children’s angle’ in more conventional news coverage. 

The way in which the media represents, or even ignores, children can influence decisions taken on their behalf, 

and how the rest of society regards them. The media often depicts children merely as silent ‘victims’ or 

charming ‘innocents’. By providing children and young people with opportunities to speak for themselves - 

about their hopes and fears, their achievements, and the impact of adult behaviour on their lives - media 

professionals can remind the public that children deserve to be respected as individual human beings. 

 

Though the media’s role in providing details about various happenings is necessary, however there is also a 

need to ensure that the articles so covered are absolute in nature, in the sense that they do not provide 

falsification. 

 

We at CRY - Child Rights and You, have designated our NEWSTRACK GROUP to cover few leading 

periodicals: Frontline, Tehelka, India Today, and Open with respect to their nature of coverage, approach and 

an in-depth analysis of the same over a period of eight months from June 2011 to April 2012 with a forward 

understanding of the main aspects of the lacks and fitfulness of various articles. In the past, since the year 2010, 

we have made an effort to track child related news in leading print media, specifically local and national 

newspapers as well; following the same spirit, one cannot ignore the special impact of periodicals in governing 

the mindset of its umpteen readers. Not only do periodicals, in a specific manner, have a larger impact on 

certain sections of the society, but also allow the possibility of in-depth analysis of particular issues based on 

the section under which these incidents are covered. Specifically, when child issues are addressed as a cover 

issue, one generally finds many follow – ups on similar incidents along with opinionated solutions to address 

the same. Thus, the group was formally assigned to form a report on the same. 

 

Many people had been instrumental in the completion of this project, but our efforts would have been in vain if 

not for the help of Ms. Anupama Muhuri, who in her all spirit and might guided us through all difficult 

junctures; providing us with references and further technical and professional know – how to justify this report. 

All and all, I would like to thank Child Rights and You for providing us this gem of an opportunity to put to 

action our words and notions, to inspire yet more.
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Executive Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

"If we are to teach real peace in this world,  

and if we are to carry on a real war against war, 

we shall have to begin with the children." 

          

                         - Mohandas K. Gandhi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The landmark passing of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act 2009 marks a 

historic moment for the children of India.  For the first time in India’s history, children will be guaranteed their 

right to quality elementary education by the state with the help of families and communities. India’s education 

system over the past few decades has made significant progress. According to India’s Education For All Mid-

Decade Assessment, in just five years between 2000 and 2005, India increased primary school enrolment 

overall by 13.7 per cent and by 19.8 per cent for girls, reaching close to universal enrolment in Grade 1. 

However, we are still lagging in certain vital respects and child centric indicators contradict the growth. The 

infant mortality rate is still very high at 47 per 1000 live births (http://data.worldbank.org/indicator 

/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN). We have not been able to arrest high maternal mortality ratio (around 540 deaths per100, 

000 live births). Routine immunization coverage has tended to decrease over the last five years from 60-40%. 

The sceptre of the deadly disease AIDS is threatening the youths with unprecedented ferocity with half of the 

new infections targeting people below25 years of age. We have also failed to remove gender biases in birth 

with the result offset ratio of the child population (0-6 years) falling sharply from 945 to 927. 47% of the 

children (below 3) are still malnourished.  
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The concept of rights of the child though running in the socio-cultural ethos did not get explicit recognition less 

the wider acceptance of the society. We as a society agree that children need to be protected and at the most 

agree to a passive role for the children. The belief that children do have rights, that they should participate in 

the decisions taken regarding their lives, that they should be involved in these processes is yet to be internalized 

as a part of the value system. Though India is being projected alone of the leading developing nations, on the 

verge of becoming a developed country, but the progress on the rights of the child belie all these claims and 

achievements. 

 

On India lies the responsibility of giving as huge number of children, 1/5th of the world child population a 

sound present and a secure future. The rights of the child need to be recognized acknowledged and rhetoric of 

all rights for every child need to translated into the reality. The present study attempts to evaluate the 

commitment of the leading periodicals, thus create a detailed analysis of the same.  

 

This research mainly covers a third – party perspective of the articles in terms of the size, coverage, depth, 

approach and a brief summary of various articles in the above mentioned time –frame. In brief, it was found 

that though most periodicals do cover adequately various articles however many of them were restricted to a 

strict reporting nature with hardly any in depth analysis or the voice of children on the same.  

 

A substantive link can easily be determined between the depth of coverage and readership of the same, in the 

sense that readers do not tend to feel empathetic about the situation of children owing to the factual nature of 

articles, thus are unable to relate it to themselves. Thus, a general reason for the lack of awareness of people 

regarding sensitive issues of child rights, has left many doors open for children to be exploited. Umpteen are 

still unaware of the anti – child labor law, thus deny the very basic right to education to many of the rural 

populace alike.A large part of children related news is regrettably concealed in the inner bulk of newspapers 

where they remain neglected by the readers. This consequently leads to inadequate awareness among people 

about child issues. Furthermore, a very small proportion of the articles were able to capture the voices of 

children, an indicator of the undermining of children’s opinions in issues concerning them. 

 

In an overall, though it was seen that the no. of articles related to child right issues substantially improved 

annually, however the number still remains low. Most of the issues lacked all, if any sense of empathy and were 

generally reportage in nature. There is an immediate need to address such issues to a much deeper level; whilst 

making specific the need to pay heed to the voices of the children. Much more could also be done to make 

aware the readership, through opinions and editorials, the way to bring about the change, and the way to do so 

immediately. Although many reporters were able to describe, through their issues their very personal 

experience with children, yet this effort lacks a major role and scale, thus needs to be bought to the front light. 
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However, the small ray of hope still remains in the fact that some journalists, with regard to opinion based 

articles, still provide an in- depth analysis of every fact relative to any incident signifying violation of  child 

rights or general awareness information in the same manner.  Though the number of articles with reference to 

the leading periodicals is still small in number however there still stands a chance of modifying their quality if 

not quantity, to better affect various masses so that they may be able to relate to the plight of all children alike. 
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METHODOLOGY  

The analysis of the respective periodicals first began with describing a clear view of the whole project and 

deciding upon a timeframe for which the periodicals would be tracked. While being constantly supported via 
references of past works, the team aimed at tracking leading periodicals through meaningful debate and 

concession as to their election, and further being guided by our CRY coordinator, the team arrived at the 
conclusion of choosing the periodicals as so stated above. Thereafter, with constant references to archives 

available at the online portals of the respective periodicals, all articles were scanned for sufficient links to 

children and their rights alike. The team then went on to do a critical summary of few notable articles from 

each periodical and a detailed assessment of whether or not the voice of the children had been well represented 

and appropriate criticism on the lack of the same. A graphical assessment of the same was also drawn to finally 

form the absolute observations. 

 

 

REASON FOR CHOICE OF PERIODICALS 

1. Frontline (ISSN 0970-1710) is a fortnightly English magazine published by The Hindu Group of 

publications from Chennai, India. Narasimhan Ram is the editor-in-chief of the magazine. As a current affairs 

magazine, it covers domestic and International news. Frontline gives a prominent place to various issues of 

development and hindrances in the Indian states. Apart from topics of politics and political economy, it also 
covers a wide range of topics including Arts, books, cinema, Science and English language. Being one of the 

prominent magazines prevalent in most parts of the country, with a massive readership base, it definitely stands 
to reason for its choice. 

2. Tehelka is an Indian weekly political magazine, founded by Tarun Tejpal. It started as a news portal -- 

tehelka.com in 2000. It transitioned through a printed newspaper format until it became a magazine in 2007. It 
first received local prominence in 2001 when it exposed match-fixing in Indian professional cricket. The same 

year, an investigation it carried out on defiance procurement, called Operation West end, received international 
attention, and led to the resignation of Indian Defence Minister. Based in New Delhi, Tehelka has been known 

for its in-depth reportage of various incidents, drawing into attention all possible aspects and opinions of the 

concerned affected and a generalized view also, hence has been taken into consideration. 

3. The India Today is an Indian English language weekly magazine. It was established in 1975, by Annie purse 
owner of Thomson press, and has Annie purse as its publisher. At present, India Today is published in Hindi, 

Telugu, Tamil and Malayalam. India Today International, an edition of the weekly news magazine, is circulated 
across the world to enable people overseas to stay in touch with India. It stands to reason that the magazine can 

easily compete as one of the leading and most eminent periodicals in India which has its appeals in all sectors 
of the society. As it publishes an international version also, tracking the same becomes even more important as 

it plays a crucial role in accurately displaying the state of the country in all sectors, including effective 
implementation of child rights. 

4. OPEN is an Indian weekly English language magazine featuring current affairs. Manu is the editor of the 

magazine and R. Rajmohan, the publisher. The magazine was founded by Sandipan Deb, former executive 

editor of Outlook and editor of Financial Express. The print version was launched on 2 April 2009.OPEN 

Magazine, is the flagship brand of Open Media Network, the media venture of RPG Enterprises. It was one of 

the first to cover the Radia tapes controversy which involved prominent Indian journalists. Being highly active 

in its online coverage, the magazine reaches millions of home on a weekly basis and has massive readership 

The magazine has been well known in the past for its accuracy and articulating many crimes, hence is being 

taken under consideration. 
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NAME OF PERIODICAL: FRONTLINE 

TRACKING PERIOD: JUNE 2011 TO APRIL 2012 
 

 

FACETS COVERED DURING THE PERIOD RELATED TO CHILDREN 

1) Right to Education Act – Highlighting the need for Neoliberal Growth; concerned statistics and FAQs 

pertaining to the same. Detailed description regarding the key factors for the growth of RTE Act and other 

barriers preventing the same 

2) Need to act against honor killings – Supreme Court’s verdict clarifying penalties for the same 

3) Disturbing Trends  - Selective abortions of girl child and the demand to prevent the same 

4) Bringing to the foreground – the need for common syllabus for all schools (Case study  - High Court 

decision in Tamil Nadu; Supreme Court verdict in the Uniform System of School Education (USSE) case) 

5) Articles publicizing documentaries and other efforts made at making apparent the state of education in 

schools (The Tamil documentary ‘Enakku Illaya Kalvi?') 

6) Articles portraying  ignored cases of growing malnutrition and the need to redress the same 

7) Emphasizing the need of growth of scientific temper whilst signifying the role of teachers  

8) Highlighting the decline of child sex ratio and female foeticide  

9) Juvenile crime – Murder in school – representing a communication gap amongst children, parent and 

teachers alike 

10) State of children in urban areas – signifying the need to pay attention to their education and health 

 

PROFILE ON THE NATURE OF COVERAGE 

Total number of articles/ stories / publications: 11 

Mostly the articles pertained to a reporting nature which lacked detailed mentioning regarding the voice of 

children. Save a cover story, most articles needed a touch of empathy to display the atrocities being suffered by 

children thus incite masses to the same effect. However, the articles were able to display facts and lack of 

responses from the government to a dependable level along with some of them highlighting opinions of key 

personnel. 

 

Number of Cover Stories: 1 

Number of Reports: 6 

Number of columns: 1 

Number of opinions: 3 
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SECTION UNDER WHICH THE ISSUE HAS BEEN COVERED  

 

One of the prominent features of the periodical is its diverse nature of coverage. While most articles are 

mentioned under education, many other sectors such as public health, gender issues, focus stories, cinema, 

demography and social issues have also been hinted upon in a precise manner. 

THE LANGUAGE- APPROACH AND SENSITIVITY REFLECTED IN THE 

COVERAGE 

 

Whilst covering many key facts and figures, the language used by reporters has been mostly scientific in nature. 

Whilst there has been an accurate view on many opinions reflected by important officials, however they lack 

detailed opinions by child in question itself, but a third – party view on the matter as it has been seen in many 

articles (Ref : Stunted Growth; Nov. 19-Dec. 02, 2011) . Efforts can be made at sufficiently increasing the 

empathy regarding the issues, representing the plight of the child on a much more sensitive level. 

 

VOICES OF CHILDREN 

 

The voices of children have been covered in some of the issues, however much more effort needs to be put to 

represent it on a more detailed level. 
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ARTICLES/ COVERAGES:  

TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

Built-in barriers Jul. 02-15, 2011 There are signs of 

resistance from private 

schools to the clause in 

the RTE Act stipulating 

implementation of 25 per 
cent reservation. 

 

Disturbing trend Jun. 18-Jul. 01, 2011 A recent study finds that 

selective abortion of 

girls, especially for 

pregnancies after a 

firstborn girl, has 

increased substantially in 

India. 

 

Hard lessons Jul. 02-15, 2011 The Tamil Nadu 
government has no 

option but to implement 
the common syllabus in 

schools across the State, 
following a Madras High 

Court order.                      
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

Uniform & equitable Aug. 27-Sep. 09, 2011 The Supreme Court directs the 

Tamil Nadu government to 

implement the uniform system 

of school education 

immediately. The Supreme 

Court's judgment exploded 

many myths built around the 

government's decision to stall 
the implementation of the 

scheme on the grounds that it 
“suffers from illegality, 

irrationality and 
unconstitutionality”.  

 

A plea for education Sep. 24-Oct. 07, 2011 The Tamil documentary 

‘Enakku Illaya Kalvi?' 

powerfully portrays the state 

of school education in Tamil 

Nadu. 

Stunted growth 

 

Nov. 19-Dec. 02, 2011 Child malnutrition in 

Gulbarga and Bijapur 

districts is a blot on 

Karnataka's image. 

 

‘Teachers have a special 

role' 

Dec. 03-16, 2011 Anil Kakodkar, President, 

Vigyan Prasar, specifying the 

role of teachers in an 

interview. 

Tracker controversy Jan. 14-27, 2012 The use of tracker technology 

to zero in on the misuse of 

diagnostic techniques for sex 

determination has evoked 

mixed reactions. 
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

Unpalatable truths Jan. 28-Feb. 10, 2012 The hunger and malnutrition 

situation in the country has 

shown marginal improvement, 

according to the HUNGaMA 

report. 

Murder in school Feb. 25-Mar. 09, 2012 Unless there are enlightened 

parents who play their roles 

when their wards are very 

young, such crimes will recur. 

Young & vulnerable Mar. 24-Apr. 06, 2012 The latest UNICEF report 

presents a hard-hitting view of 

the condition of poor children 

in urban areas. 

 

 

NAMES OF JOURNALISTS/ REPORTERS WITH WHOM MEDIA ADVOCACY CAN 

BETAKEN UP IN FUTURE 

 

T.K. RAJALAKSHMI and S. DORAIRAJ  
 

Comparatively, these reporters have been very prominent in matters pertaining to child rights and their 

education. 

 

A SHORT WRITE UP  

 
1. Volume 28 - Issue 14 :: Jul. 02-15,2011 

 

The issue mainly focusing on the “Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education 

Act (RTE Act), 2009” integrates into itself all the nooks relevant to the resistance offered by many private 

institutions to the same.  

 

“The school authorities' anxieties range from whether the fees for this group of children that the government 

promises to reimburse will match that charged by them to whether teachers can handle “two groups” of 

children in the same classroom.” 

 

Not only does it express the concerns of the school authorities regarding “quality of education” but it also has 

spread like wildfire onto the parents where each one fears for the future of his/her child. 
 

“Parents have been voicing their concern about their children “mixing” with other children.” 

 

Some private institutions have even stretched to the point of circulating letters to indicate the parents of the 
problems associated with the same, while others resort to warning the existing students not to mingle with the 

new underprivileged ones. While drawing an analogy to the conditions of the past, many imminent authorities, 
such as - V. Vasanthi Devi, former Vice-Chancellor of Manonmaniam Sundaranar University to Amman  
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Madan, formerly associated with IIT Kanpur, describe the pathetic conditions the government schools and other 
associated vices of biasing among students which has led to a social drift even in children. 

 
“Aruna Rathnam, education specialist with UNICEF, says such a bias prevalent among private school 

managements and parents may result in a kind of “alienation” of their children. “The idea of schools a 

community gets lost,” she said. 

 

 

2. Volume 28 Jul. 02-15,2011 

 

Pointing out the various flaws in the Indian education scenario of today, the article has brought to light the gap 

which has been created due to failure in providing universal access to quality schooling and to ensure equal 

access to higher education among all socio-economic groups. 

With the unceasing growth of population, the pressure on schools is too unceasing, leading to a compromise in 

both quality and quantity. 

 
 

The drift has been mainly created not based on education but on financial terms, wherein children hailing from 

well – funded families receive much better facilities and options to choose from, quite contrary to their 

underprivileged counter parts. Ensuring a reasonable quality of education to all children and also ensuring a 

greater democratization of the entire process – necessarily requires a significant expansion of the resources to 

be provided to elementary school education. 

 

 

While bringing to question facts relating to decrease in funding by the state government, the article has 

brilliantly covered the pathetic state of Indian education, however lacks much detailed information on other 

possible rights; while it has drawn efficiently a state wise comparison, it lacks voices of imminent authorities to 

act on the same. 

 

3. Volume 29 - Issue 06 :: Mar. 24-Apr. 06, 2012 
 

In view of the State of the World’s Children 2012 report of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
titled “Children in an Urban World”, the report appeals to the reader’s sense of questioning its own authorities 

regarding their ignorance of the state of underprivileged children at a large. 
Surveys have revealed a high-level of morbidity and mortality among children under the age of six. Almost 44 

per cent of the children surveyed in the age cohort one to six were found to be stunted. The report talks about 
the very basic deprivations that affect children in urban settlements despite the existence of several international 

treaties that have been accepted by countries to protect children. Citing the pathetic conditions of slums, the 

report has entailed much information on the same lines. However, what the report does not emphasize enough 

is the need for governments to act upon the pathetic condition of the working poor in urban areas, as said by 

T.K. RAJALAKSHMI. As few solutions, the report has recommended conditional cash transfers to poor 

families in urban settings as an experiment. 

 

All and all “Children in an Urban World” is hard-hitting.” 

 

4. Volume 29 - Issue 09: May. 05-18, 2012 (Extra) 
 

Grievances turn to scrap, as the government fails to back the Right to Education Act, even two years after its 

implementation.  The article clearly states that the onus of providing accessible and quality education rests on 

the state, however given the demand generated by the RTE Act itself; the demand for admission to private 
schools has increased many folds, with umpteen cases of denial. While clearly elaborating on the different types 

of schools along with economical and educational structure, the article has depicted the discrepancy on many 
steps formulated by the government to enforce the act.  
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“When the government can run its schools with a particular sum, we see no reason why an unaided private 

school should charge fees more than what is spent on a child by the government,” Ashok Aggarwal, advocate 

for the non-governmental organization Social Jurist. 

 

Today’s lack only lies in enforcement, rightly pointed out, wherein private schools have failed to implement a 
sound structure as per the law, and with only voices and no actions the situation continues to aggravate. 
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NAME OF PERIODICAL: TEHELKA 

TRACKING PERIOD: JUNE 2011 TO APRIL 2012 
 

FACETS COVERED DURING THE PERIOD RELATED TO CHILDREN 

1. Precise description of rising lack of medical facilities for children, especially belonging to rural areas. 

2. Articles regarding atrocities of child rights and violence committed against minors. 

3. Bringing to the foreground: Revelations regarding handicapped children being forced by certain NGOs to 

falsify. 

4. Right to Education Act – Governments failing to meet requirements pertaining mid – day meals; Opposition 

of the act by the All –India Muslim Board 

5. Emphasizing the need to redress female foeticide( Specific Ref: Kashmir)   

6. Articles empathizing with the state of minor girls affected by premature marriage. 

7. Articles prescribing the declining state of schools and hospitals with respect to fees and management 

8. State of children working in the film industry and their need for a normal childhood. 

9. Discrepancies in the judicial system wherein minors are tried as adults. 

10. Articles regarding the risks pertaining to surrogacy and future of the surrogate child. 

11. Drawing an insight upon the Juvenile Justice Act – Criticism and Success of the same 

1. Role of NCPCR – violent acts on the onus of minors and specified responses 

 

PROFILE ON THE NATURE OF COVERAGE 

 

Total number of articles/ stories / publications: 18 

The articles clearly brought to light the various atrocities being faced by umpteen children. Most of the issues 

involved effective coverage of the opinion of aggravated: the parents and the children’s alike. The articles also 

effectively described actions to be taken by the government in such cases. 

Owing to their detailed nature, the articles were able to encompass most of the cases with sufficient 

comprehension in all sectors. The only area in which they could be improved would be to address issues of 

more diverse natures. 

 

Number of Reports: 11 

Number of stories: 3 

Number of opinions: 4 

 

 



18 

 

 

 

 

SECTION UNDER WHICH THE ISSUE HAS BEEN COVERED  

 

The periodical lacked precise categorization of child rights issues under any specific section. Most of the issues 

were represented as Current Affairs whilst some of them had been explicitly included under Opinions and cover 

stories. 

 

THE LANGUAGE- APPROACH AND SENSITIVITY REFLECTED IN THE 

COVERAGE 

 

The articles, especially, the stories indicating the real – life incidents as experienced by a minor or viewed by a 

third party brought to light a much needed sense of empathy in the case of the aggravated children. Whilst only 

few of the articles, gave attention to facts and figures, most were based on generating an opinion in the reader 

which is a highly appreciated effort for such sensitive issues. The writings of the reporters were both respectful 

and diligent in nature at the same time. 

VOICES OF CHILDREN 

The voices of the children had been covered to a much appreciated level in most articles, the only lack 

remained was the want of their number. Simultaneously, the voices of concerned government officials, experts, 

and activists on the same matter were brought under much needed attention and criticism as well. 
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MAIN ARTICLES/ COVERAGES:  

TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

A Symptom of the Rot 

Within 

June 30, 2011 Dr Binayak SenTarun 

Sehrawat’s death exposes 
the sickening truth about 

the condition of public 
and primary healthcare 

that exists in rural India. 

Maya’s police has blood on 

its hands 

June 25, 2011 

 

A minor girl is raped and 

hanged from a tree inside a 

police station. Police brutality 

touches anew low in UP. 

‘They took away the 

children’s drawings only to 

destroy them’ 

June 25, 2011 Suddenly, the head 

psychologist and social 

worker instructed the group of 

children to make drawings 

and models of a weeping 

hungry child. The children 

didn’t seem happy at the 
prospect and instead insisted 

they wanted to draw scenes of 
playgrounds, animals and 

happy boys and girls. The 
NGO workers got up in a huff 

and started shouting, “Well, 
you have to make a weeping 

hungry child or we would take 

the material away.” The 

children looked distraught but 

to avoid losing their new toys, 

they set out to complete the 

strange assignment. 
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

No hot meals, only the cold 

shoulder 
June 23, 2011 Flouting court orders, the 

Yeddyurappa government is 

serving packaged food to kids, 
which may cause additional 

health issues. 

Kashmir too ditches its 

daughters 

June 18, 2011 A decade ago, the state was 

touted as one where no female 

foeticide took place. So why 

are Kashmiris now aborting 

the girl child? 

‘I am only 16, please don’t 

ruin me,’ I cried 

August 1, 2011 Story of Shabana Khatun, 16 

year old Student, and how her 

early marriage led to one of 

the possible worst atrocities 

after her husband’s demise. 

Our Right to Education Act 

is a Wrong to Education 

Act’ 

November 19, 2011 Schools across India 

share one obsession. How 
do we get the child to 

Class XII and then 
college? All schools share 

this elitist goal. We know 
most kids will not get into 

college. Most will drop 
out way before Class XII. 

But this unrealistic 

ambition is the obsession 

of kids, parents and 

teachers. How do we 

resolve this? 

 

Child rights body takes note December 17, 2011 The National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights 

(NCPCR) issued a revised set 

of guidelines for child actors 

in the television industry. The 
revised guidelines state: 

“Children, unlike their adult 
counterparts, should not be 

expected to handle the 

strenuous, emotional and 

physical stress of the 

industry.” The directives to 

the Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting include the 

following, all of which were 

first pointed out in 

TEHELKA’s story: No child 

should be cast in a role or 

situation that is inappropriate 

to the child or that may  
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

  distress him/her or put 
him/her in embarrassing 

situations; no child should be 

put in distressing situations to 

obtain a more realistic 

depiction of an emotional 

reaction 

What is the religion of 

learning? 

 

15 December 2011 The All India Muslim 

Personal Law Board 

opposes the Right to 
Education Act. “RTE 

Act’s main strength is the 
treatment of all children 

under one category,” says 
Krishna Kumar, professor 

of education at Delhi 
University, adding that 

“such an amendment 

could undermine it”. 

 

Innocence lost in quagmire 

of greed and police apathy 
13 December 2011 The issue of missing 

children is now one of the 

biggest threats in Delhi. 

The situation is 

engineered by lack of 

proper basic facilities for 
children. If the police had 

bothered to show concern, 
clues to questions like 

‘How could five children 
disappear from the same 

area around the same 

time?’ or ‘Could there be 

a possible connection 

between the cases?’ could 

have been found. 

 

‘Rotten’ justice system in 

J&K big blow for juveniles  

 

16 November 2011 Despite amnesty for 

juveniles, more children 

are being tried and lodged 

with adults inside jails. 

Despite official claims 

that no juvenile was under 

police custody in Jammu 

and Kashmir after Chief 

Minister Omar Abdullah 

declared amnesty for 

them two months ago, a 

human rights group has 
come out with a partial. 
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  list of 51 children being tried 

in various courts. In a fact-

finding report based on the 
visit of its members to eight 

districts, the Asian Centre for 
Human Rights (ACHR) fears 

that many more juveniles are 
being tried and lodged with 

adults inside J&K jails 

 

 

NAMES OF JOURNALISTS/ REPORTERS WITH WHOM MEDIA ADVOCACY CAN 

BE 

TAKEN UP IN FUTURE 

 

IMRAN KHAN and VIDYUT KALE 

 

These reporters generally encompass in their writing an effective view of the plight of the child 

thus generating comprehensive opinion based articles generally. 

 

A SHORT WRITE UP  

 

1. 13 December 2011 - Innocence lost in quagmire of greed and police apathy 

 

Are the streets not safe anymore? The article points out to the alarming rate in increase of disappearances 

tolling to numbers more than three times the Zonal Integrated Police Network (ZIPNET) data of mere 468. 

“The issue of missing children is the worst social problem right now. Most of the time, these children are 

trafficked ultimately becoming victims of sexual violence, physical abuse, sex trade and child marriage,”Vinod 

Kumar Tikku, senior member of National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR). 

 

Rightly so, as the major reason pointed out by the same article has been lack on the part of the government to 

deal with issues related to child education, nutrition and others responsibilities to be guaranteed by the state. 

The maximum number of missing children has been reported to be belonging to urban slums, owing to their 

vulnerability.  

 
The little hope left is mainly due to the joint meeting on 21 September, where the Ministry of Home Affairs and 

Ministry of Children and Women Development adopted resolutions to fight. The dangerous trend of missing 
children and child trafficking, however the same still is a long way afar.  

 

2. 15 December 2011 - What is the religion of learning?  

This article states that The All India Muslim Personal Law Board opposes the Right to Education (RTE) Act.  
According to Muslim leaders, RTE conflicts with their constitutional right to give religious education and 

would lead to government interference in madrassas. RTE Act allows only an approved curriculum, specifies 

the infrastructure a school should have. Madrassas are mostly funded by donations, create their own syllabi—

and award their own graduation certificate. They mainly teach religious subjects and languages although many  
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have added English, Hindi and even computers to their curricula. But secular education is typically of a lower 
standard. 

The article shows only one side of the picture. It does not draw attention to the fact that ‘RTE Act’s main 
strength is the treatment of all children under one category’, and such an amendment could undermine it.  It 

does not substantiate that the government is not interfering in the running of religious schools but is only trying 
to bring a positive change, so that these students do not face the problem as only few universities accept 

madrassa certificates.  

 

3. 17 December 2011 - Child Rights Body Takes Note  

 

This article states how child actors miss out on a major portion of their education; undergo physically and 

emotionally stressful situations, in the race to earn salaries for their parents. As a result the National 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) issued a revised set of guidelines for these children which 

highlights:- 

 

• Not to cast a child in a role that is inappropriate to the child. 

• Age appropriate regulation on number of hours a child shoots. 

• Participation of children must be done preferably on holidays. 

• Travel arrangements should be made and child should come along with his/ her parents. 

• 50% of payment to be set aside in FD which matures when child turns 18. 

 

Children are innocent souls. They do not understand the harshness of the world we expose them into. This 

article is a sincere effort to bring to light the plight of child actors in the glamorous world of entertainment. It 

however, does not suggest ways by which the child actors do not have to earn at tender age and they can also 

enjoy their childhood. May be their future lies in the industry but education will bring them awareness. 
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NAME OF PERIODICAL: INDIA TODAY 

TRACKING PERIOD: JUNE 2011 TO APRIL 2012 
 

FACETS COVERED DURING THE PERIOD RELATED TO CHILDREN 

1. The need for establishing new schools and universities to promote higher education. (Special Coverage: Dr. 

Nikhil Sinha). 

2. Disturbing trends in admissions for all children regardless of their marks – Letters. 

3. Right to Education Act – Articles reporting acts of violations of the same( Ref drawn upon  -  

West Bengal) 

4. Lack of medical infrastructure and routine care for children bespeaking the need for immediate redress ( Ref 

– Malda Hospital) 

5. Bringing to the foreground – Delayed government responses on key child rights issues; flawed approach to 

sensitive matters 

6. State of children working in the film industry and their need for a normal childhood. 

7. Articles demanding attention be paid to government bodies involved in protection of child rights ( Ref drawn 

upon – DCPCR) 

8. Diminishing state of household workers – blatant violations of child rights as minors face sexual abuse 

9. Saviors becoming exploiters – minors forced to labor and sexual abuse by certain NGOs ( Ref drawn upon : 

Rohtak District) 

 

PROFILE ON THE NATURE OF COVERAGE 

 

Total number of articles/ stories / publications: 11 + 3(extra) 

The articles, although highly precise in terms of facts and other figures, were mostly direct in a manner of 

reporting with mostly third party views and lacked a detailed explanation of either the government’s lack of 

procedures or the voice of the aggravated children or their parents. The suggestions made towards the end of 

the articles again were ideal in nature, with hardly any practicability in the form of responses from officials, and 

lacked a much needed sense of empathy which would be much needed for such sensitive issues.  

Number of Reports: 11 

Number of stories: 2 

Number of opinions: 1 
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SECTION UNDER WHICH THE ISSUE HAS BEEN COVERED  

 

Notwithstanding of any particular categorization, most articles were based under Stories/ Top Stories pending 

on their region of origin as North, South ,East and West. Definite need stands to better categorize the issues 

under a special section for children or education likewise. 

 

THE LANGUAGE- APPROACH AND SENSITIVITY REFLECTED IN THE 

COVERAGE 

 

Although the language used by the reporters was highly respectful in nature yet it lacked, as mentioned before, 

any rights based approach. In many cases, though the flawed policies of the government were expressed to a 

certain extent, however, the articles did not express any opinions on how to improve the same whatsoever. They 

failed to generate the necessary empathy required for such cases and were mostly centered upon responses from 

key officials without much criticism. 

 

VOICES OF CHILDREN 

 

There was an eminent lack of coverage regarding the voices of children or of the parents. Most of the views 

were by third parties and failed to express the grievances of the affected to the desired level, only touching but a  
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brim of it. Even in cases of child labour, articles failed to give a first-hand view of the plight suffered by the 

child and were only mentioned as facts failing to generate empathy of any sorts.   

 

 

 

 

 

MAIN ARTICLES/ COVERAGES:  

TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

In India, for India 
JULY 1, 2011  Dr. Nikhil Sinha decided to 

move back to India because of 

an offer he could not refuse, 

setting up the Shiv Nadar 

University. With freedom to 

develop his ideas and contribute 

to the growth of education in 

India, Sinha plans to broaden 

horizons of education and raise 

the bar to match international 

standards. 

95% And Nowhere To Go 
JULY 8, 2011  'Unrealistic cut-offs highlight 

disturbing trends in education 

sector'; Even after getting high 

marks in the board examination, 

students are being deprived of 

admission due to high cut offs 

("95% And Nowhere To Go", 

July 4). If this continues, the 

future of many sincere and 

brilliant students is bound to be 

seriously affected. 
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

The Rote Infection 
 

AUGUST 13, 2011  Two decades ago, sending a 

child to school before the age of 

four or five was almost unheard 

of. And now in the cities, in 

every locality, almost on every 

street, schools have 

mushroomed in the last few 

years. With increasingly fiercer 
competition every year for 

admission to "good" schools, 

parents are more and more eager 

to send their children to schools 

as early as they can.  

 

Bengal schools to return 
students' money 

November 2, 2011 Several of the West Bengal 

government schools have been 

directed to refund the fees taken 

from students following India's 

apex child rights panel exposing 

rampant violations of the Right 

to Education Act in these 

schools. 

In 20 days, 82 infants dead 
in Bengal's Malda hospital 

January 27, 2012 Shocked over the continued 

infant deaths, the National 

Commission for Protection of 

Child Rights (NCPCR) demands 

immediate infrastructure 

upgrade at the Malda hospital 

Tirath has little to say about 

baby Falak 
January 31, 2012 At a press conference 

called to address the issue, 

she embarks on a lecture 

on social responsibility 

rather than two-year-old 
Falak's rehabilitation. 

 

Fears of child abuse if 'gay 

law' made weak 
February 23, 2012 The Delhi Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights says 

the Delhi High Court's approach 

is completely wrong as there is a 

vast cultural difference in Indian 

society and other societies of the 

world. 

Reality TV no longer to be 

child's play 
March 6, 2012 NCPCR has drawn up new 

guidelines to prevent 

exploitation of children 

participating in TV shows and 

advertisements. 

 



28 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

CPCR staff crunch hits 

nursery admissions 
March 13, 2012 The only mechanism for 

redressing grievances 

related to children in the 

Capital, the Delhi 

Commission for 

Protection of Child 

Rights (DCPCR), is 

almost nonfunctional 

these days. 
The DCPCR team that 

handles cases like child 

sexual abuse, child labour 

and complaints related to 

Right to Education 

(RTE), has only one 

member currently as the 

tenure of the other three 
expired a week ago. The 

commission office wears 

a deserted look these 

days. 

 

Child labour shame hits govt 
dairy in Jaipur 

May 27, 2012 

 

A team of Rajasthan Police and 

child rights activists rescued 

over half-a-dozen children on 

Thursday from a government-
run dairy factory in Jaipur 

where they were working 

crushing 12-hour shifts for just 

Rs.100 per day or even less. 

Following information from an 

NGO, the team raided Jaipur 

Dairy that produces the popular 

milk brand, Saras, around 7 pm. 

Officials of the government's 

integrated child rights scheme 

accompanied the raiding party. 

What they found there was 

nerve-wrecking as children 

below 15 years of age were 

assigned tasks such as changing 

equipment in hazardous 

machinery used in milk 

packaging and transporting 

heavy loads with no safety 

measure. 
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NAMES OF JOURNALISTS/ REPORTERS WITH WHOM MEDIA ADVOCACY CAN 

BETAKEN UP IN FUTURE 

 

GYNANT SINGH 

 
Most of the articles were generated by Mail Today Bureau and Headline Today Bureau. 

 

A SHORT WRITE UP  

 
1. NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 2, 2011 

The article mainly focuses on bringing to light the recent violation of Section 3 of the Right to Education Act in 

certain and many state schools in Malda, West Bengal. The particular grievance arises due to incessant fees 

being collected by school authorities in the name of development and education, violating multiple decisions 

being taken to curb the same and offer first- hand free education. 

“NCPCR chairperson Shanta Sinha had then said that several cases have been found where students in 

government schools have been charged money in the name of development fees and school fees.” 

 

It went on to exaggerate the findings of the recent cases held in Kolkata, and the directives being taken 

thereafter while also addressing the issue of child trafficking. 

 

TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

Chained to a window grill 
with hardly any food... for 
four days these children felt 

worse than animals 

June 18, 2012 In blatant violation of child 

rights, three boys, aged 

between 10-11 years, were held 

and allegedly tortured by 

Railway Police at Warangal 

station in Andhra Pradesh. 
In blatant violation of child 

rights, the railway police in 
Warangal district confined 

three children to the police 

station by chaining them to the 

window grill for four days. The 

boys, in the age group of 10-11 

years, belonging to Kasibugga 

and Shiva Nagar areas in the 

town, were taken into custody 

by the Government Railway 

Protection Force (GRPF) on 

Tuesday on the suspicion that 

they had stolen a bag from a 

train passenger at the Warangal 

railway station. They were 

chained and locked up to a 

window grill within the control 

room in the railway station. 
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“In compliance with the directives of the NCPCR (National Commission for Protection of Child Rights) during 

a public hearing on RTE Act implementation in West Bengal, held in Kolkata recently, the district project 

officer, Sarva Siksha Mission (SSM), Malda has reported actions taken on complete refund of fees collected 

from children in violation of section 3 of the RTE Act.” 

 

Overall, the article was mostly reporting in nature, with no expression from any children or the families so 

aggravated. The article also needed a glimpse of suggestive policies and failed to generate an opinion of any 
sorts.  

 

2.  NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 23, 2012 

Suggestively speaking on a pro – child rights approach, the article gave a distinguished summary stressing on 

the intervention made by the Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights that Section 377 should not be  

 

 

 

watered down to decriminalize homosexual activities between consenting adults in private as it would adversely 

affect the rights of children. 

The article laid emphasis on the differences between Indian society and the foreign world, wherein 

suggestively, children may be mentally tortured if Section 377 were to be watered down. 

“The commission stressed that it had a duty to protect children against moral and material abandonment. It 

said the Delhi High Court's approach to take into account the international trend, while ruling in favour of pro-

gay rights group, was wrong. 

It said the approach was "completely erroneous as there is a vast cultural difference in Indian society and other 

societies of the world".” 

 

 

 

 

The article further brought to light DCPCR’s justification of its intervention highlighting it s cause for 

protection of children from all mental and physical torture and whether such measures actually were being 

taken in an indirect manner. 
 

“The commission, which was not a party to the case before the high court, justified its intervention by pointing 

out that it had a duty to protect the interests of children.” 

“It said the provision was not invoked against people with homosexual orientation on the basis of their identity 

but against all those who indulged in carnal intercourse.” 

 

3. JAIPUR, MAY 27, 2012 

The article brought to the surface, umpteen violations of child rights and labour laws as children between 11 to 

15 years of age, about 90 of them, were being forced to work in a government run dairy factory with minimum 

wages and hardly any form of livelihood. 

 

“Narrating the inhumane conditions and total violation of labour laws, the children said they were not allowed 

meal breaks during their 12-hour shifts - from 5 am to 5 pm and from 5 pm to 5 am. They were paid Rs.80 to 

Rs.100 a day per shift. About 90 child laborers worked in the plant at any given shift, Vijay Goyal, general 

secretary of the Rajasthan Baal Adhikar Sanjha Abhiyan, alleged.” 
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In what is an acute case of child trafficking the article also brought to fact that how no arrests were made, on 
the mere statement of ignorance by factory owners. Alleged blames were raised on the involvement of 2 

contractors in the same, depicting corruption to the deepest level. 
 

“Govind Beniwal, a member of the Rajasthan state commission for protection of child rights, said these 

children were kept in a house in Jaipur's Jagatpura colony. They were transported daily to Jaipur Dairy in 

vans having blinded windows and a rear door to hide the trafficking.” 

 

“When asked why the contractors or any official from the dairy were not arrested, the police said they were 

looking into details such how the day to day activities of the dairy, its system of supervision, the nature of the 

job contracts and labour records.” 

 

Actions taken by few NGOs were further recognized, on having rescued few of many children being forced 

thus exposing the entire ring. 

 

“As the team approached the premises, most of the child laborers managed to escape but seven of them - aged 

between 11 and 14 years - were rescued. There were 27 of them working on Thursday night, one of the children 

said. “ 

“Following information from an NGO, the team raided Jaipur Dairy that produces the popular milk brand, 

Saras, around 7 pm. Officials of the government's integrated child rights scheme accompanied the raiding 

party.” 
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NAME OF PERIODICAL: OPEN 

TRACKING PERIOD: JUNE 2011 TO APRIL 2012 
 

 

FACETS COVERED DURING THE PERIOD RELATED TO CHILDREN 

1. Increasing pressure of study on students  - reforms needed in teaching; articles indicating the actual 

effectiveness of coaching classes.( Ref: Kota) 

2. Flawed bill to protect children from sexual abuse – as questioned by Pinki Virani and the changes needed to 

be made in the same. 

3. Rising need to pay more attention in increasing medical facilities available to children and the need to 

establish free medical centers in rural areas. 

4. Distraught(s) experienced by children owing to boarding schools and distancing from their homes 

5. Ascending cases of malnourishment and the immediate need to pay attention to such cases; dealing with the 

corruption involved in the same as well 

6. Questioning the role of state when children face hostile environment in their own homes       (Ref: Norway). 

7. Violations of child rights by police officers: Who is to check? 

8. Articles exposing prevalent frauds in accounting for the number of children and teachers present in 

government schools. 

9. Depicting the life of Maoist children pressurized by states. 

 

PROFILE ON THE NATURE OF COVERAGE 

 

Total number of articles/ stories / publications: 8 + 1(extra) 

Although the number of relevant articles written during the track period was considerably lesser in number, 

they were one of the highest in terms of quality. The articles not only gave a detailed view of an incident in its 

entirety but also gave sufficient room to all figures and facts related to the same. Moreover, all incidents were 

reported on a firsthand view, written as the reporter’s own experience in field, thus were able to display the 

plight of the child to a very high level. 

Number of Reports: 4 

Number of stories: 4 

Number of opinions/interviews: 1 
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SECTION UNDER WHICH THE ISSUE HAS BEEN COVERED  

 

The articles were meticulously planted under specific category and a further subcategory, improving their sort 

to a much higher level. Not following a common trend articles were divided in different sections: Education, 

Children, Particular States/ Communities. 

 

THE LANGUAGE- APPROACH AND SENSITIVITY REFLECTED IN THE 

COVERAGE 

 

The language used by the reporters was brilliant to an utmost level, wherein detailed mentioning of the child’s 

suffering and fears had been mentioned as a first-hand experience of the reporter. No nook or corner had been 

left to get a clear format of any incidents and all personnel involved in the same. After reading each article, one 

would indeed be left with a feeling to bring in the ‘change’, and act for children to uphold their rights. The 

writings by the reporters were generally in the format of story, just shy of an autobiography having described 

the incidents in such a precise manner. Many articles, also demanded actions by the government and showed a 

much needed criticism to keep a check on their actions, whilst also demanding actions by its readers alike.  

 

VOICES OF CHILDREN 

The voices of the children had been immaculately mentioned in almost all articles to a close to reality effect. To 

further draw account upon any incident, relatives were also taken into due consideration. The reporters not only 

bought to text the voices of the children but also their emotions and the trauma felt by them in their life 

experiences, appealing to the altruist in each one of us. 



34 

 

 

 

 

 

MAIN ARTICLES/ COVERAGES:  

TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

The End of Education 4 June 2011 Welcome to Kota, the site of a 

terrifying social experiment. It’s 

a coaching culture that gets 

students into IIT, but leaves them 

uneducated. ‘Kota’ is the name 

for a number of overlapping 

dreams of ‘making it big’: it is a 

technology machine. For many 

small-town people in India, a 

merciless system of highly 

selective examinations is one of 

the key avenues of social 

mobility, often paving the way 

for a journey from Samastipur to 

Stanford. 

Child Sex Abuse and the Law 23 July 2011 As Parliament gets set to 

reconvene, a bill to protect 

children from sexual abuse 

is on the agenda. Author 

Pinki Virani has warned that 

the bill might end up as a 

‘graveyard of good 

intentions’ unless parts of it 

are redrafted. She explains 

to Open where the draft bill 

falls short. 
When it comes to child 

sexual abuse, prevention is 
most certainly the best form 

of cure. Be it at home or in 

its environs (where 50 per 

cent of abuse takes place),  
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

The Panchatantra Virus 22 October 2011  

 

How many more deaths will it 

take before we go beyond half 

measures? When treating a child 

with encephalitis, anguish and 

helplessness are a doctor’s 
principal emotions. What begins 

as a simple fever in an infant or 

toddler quickly imprisons him in 

silence. He may have seizures, 

or he slips into a coma which 

may kill or maim. There’s 

nothing the doctor can do to 

stop this accelerating 

malignance. 

 

Take Me Home 19 November 2011 The sadness, confusion and 

fear one felt as a young 

child never does go away, 

realized Saaz Aggarwal as 

she walked the corridors of 

the boarding school that 

was once her ‘home’  

 

The Underfed and the 

Unscrupulous 
10 December 2011 Raichur district of 

Karnataka has some of 

India’s worst statistics on 

malnourished children. It is 

hard to tell which the worse 

scandal is: the lack of 
nutrition here or the money 

being made off it. 

The Right to Reject 

Parenthood 

24 Mar 2012 A Norwegian egg on SM 

Krishna’s face shows how 

India looks at child rights  
On a news channel this 

Tuesday, External Affairs 

Ministry took a special 

interest in the case of the 

Indian expat couple whose 

children were forcibly put 
in a foster home by the 

Norwegian government. 

According to the husband, 

the wife has psychiatric 

problems, used to beat him 

up, and the children were 

terrified of her. 
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TITLE OF ARTICLE DATE ABSTRACT 

The Day ‘Caman-do’ Took 
Away a Little Girl 

12 May 2012 In Manipur, the police and 

Assam Rifles took an 11-

year-old into custody to 

pressure her parents, 

suspected separatists, to 

surrender. 

“I was very scared.” Pause. 

“I sometimes thought that 

the police will go to my 

house when I am not there. 

I thought if my parents got 

arrested they would be 

tortured. I was afraid for 

my two younger brothers. I 

was scared the police 

would arrest them.” - 

Vidyarani 

 

Two Million Bogus Students 15 October 2011 When Dr Shrikar 

Pardeshi—district 

collector of Nanded in 

Maharashtra—undertook 

to find out the exact 

number of students in 

government-aided schools 

in his district, little did he 

know that the statistics 

would be a shocker. In the 

3,475 schools inspected, 

about 140,000 students 

were found to be bogus 

and nearly 4,000 excess 

teachers were found to be 

catering to these students. 

The loss to the government 

exchequer in the district 

was Rs 150 crore. What’s 

more, most of this money 

seems to have gone to the 

owners of these 

educational institutions, 

who are politically 

influential. 

 

Daughter of a Maoist 29 October 2011 Terrorized by the police, bereft 

of parents, evicted from 

school—what it means to be a 

15-year-old daughter of parents 

‘wanted’ by the State. 
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NAMES OF JOURNALISTS/ REPORTERS WITH WHOM MEDIA ADVOCACY CAN 

BE TAKEN UP IN FUTURE 

 

SHAHINA KK & SUDEEP CHAKRAVARTI 

 
Compared to other reporters, there reporters were able to justice the feelings with the concerned aggravated to a 

much higher level, just shy of a biography. 

 

A SHORT WRITE UP  
 

1. 23 July 2011 

Seeking expert advice on the matter by Pinaki Virani, the article intends to bring to the foreground the pros and 

cons of the then recently proposed bill, the first of its kind in India, which would define sexual abuse of 

children, categorizing these offences under ‘assault’, ‘harassment’ and ‘pornography’ and specify punishments 

even extending to life imprisonment. 

“Given what transpires in adult courts and the time taken, this also means that sexual crimes against children 

by adults will continue to rise and be severely under-reported.” 

Being involved in the matter for 11 years, Pinaki Virani pointed out to the shortcomings of the bill while 

congratulating its initiation at last. She went on to further explain the actual amount of time it would take for 
the bill to come to effect whilst drawing attention for a ‘holistic’ approach towards sexual education as well in a 

gradual manner from primary to secondary schools and so onwards. 

“I have sent nine very detailed points on where the bill lacks comprehensiveness. I have emphasized that these 

nine issues need equal attention, so that the law, whenever it comes into effect, does not become graveyard of 

good intentions.” 

“My detailed response to the Standing Committee in the Raja Sabha on this bizarre clause in the bill states 17 

implications of this shocking inclusion. It [reflects] complete contempt for the actual stakeholders in such 

cases—the parents, principals, other educationists, future-parents and teens between 16 and 18 themselves. 

How can the State talk of consent from children without first taking the consent [to do so] of stakeholders?” 

The article was highly comprehensive in the manner of the composition as well as in terms of the quality of 
questions and responses. It clearly dawned upon its readers the shortcomings of the bill through a simple 

approach via the advice of an expert and further help strengthen our notions on such sensitive matters. 

2. 29 October 2011 

The life account of a child as she is branded the ‘daughter of a Maoist’ and the hardships that follow – is what 

the article speaks about. Expressing deep empathy and a personal touch, the reporter, brings to roll the very 

picture of young Ami, since her childhood to the tender age of 15 where she had to constantly take care of her 

little sister as well as her grandmother all on her own, being bereft of parents who had been forced on the run. 

“She cares for her old grandmother, looks after her younger sister and keeps a vigilant eye over the movement 

of policemen who follower constantly in either uniform or plainclothes. Last summer vacation, their parents 

managed to spend a few days with Ami and Savera. Since then, life has become hell for the children, with the 

police harassing them for information on their parents. Ami told me what it means to be daughter of Maoists.” 
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“The principal of my schoolteachers and friends came to know of the raid and our being held overnight in the 

police station. The principal and teachers barraged me with questions. They were not bad with me, but even so, 

they soon insisted that Intake a Transfer Certificate. Both of us were thrown out of school.” 

 Not only to account for the problems being faced in her school but also the constant check from the police did 

metaphorically kept her behind bars. 

“The police also visited our school and met the principal. Nobody knew there that my parents had been 

declared ‘Maoists’. The teachers thought my parents had separated. After the police visit, the news spread. 

Now everybody—teachers and students—know it. A few students keep away from us now. They are scared to 

talk to us. But I have very good friends in class who are able to understand.” 

All and all with the concluding voices of her story, Ami did lie out a question for all of us – Why is it that her 

parents are wanted? Is it wrong to stand up for your rights? Is it wrong for a child to live peacefully? Is it wrong 

for a child to have her rights? 

3. 10 December 2011 

The article echoes with the voices of the plight of the malnourished public of Raichpur. It brings to light the 

government reports which represent nothing but cold facts and figures while also describing the firsthand 

aggravation of several homes where more than 90% do not even know about the term ‘malnourishment’ 

themselves having simply been not told about it by government authorities. 

“As it turns out, the men and women I meet in Raichur’s villages have never heard the word ‘malnutrition’ 

before. It is not the fault of the local language. They don’t know apoushtikatha, Kannada for malnutrition, 

either. Hasn’t anyone from the government ever told them about it? The answer is uniform: nobody has.” 

While describing a single household, much similar to many others, the reporter bring to plight the pathetic 

living conditions in which the children have to survive on their self being while their parents have to go to 

work. Misinformed about ration prices, parents are hardly able to earn 100 rupees a day, that too when they get 

work. 

“Divyashree, who is among Raichur’s 4,531 malnourished children, is being taken care of by her sister 

Ashwini, a 10-year-old who has stopped going to school because there is nobody else to look after Divyashree 

when their mother goes to work. Madhavi, their mother, is out by nine in the morning and returns home at six. 

She cooks rice before leaving. Rice and chili are what these two children eat the entire day. Occasionally, there 

is potato and palak, even bhindi or brinjal. The list of vegetables familiar to them is short.” 

Hardly can any family survive on the unhygienic food provided through the means of handouts and most of 

them wait eagerly for the term of the suppliers to end, only to be disappointed yet again. Walls of hopes and 

promises have been raised and grounded time and yet again owing to the false pretexts of many politicians, so 

much so that people have stopped caring. The little hope which some people still have is further removed via 

the worsening conditions of the medical facilities available nearing to a pathetic state, which even lack 

experiences doctors. 

“The food hand-outs, we discover, are not very sought after. “Please takemore packets, we don’t want it here,” 

the teacher tells us when we ask for afew sample packets, “The children hate this food. Their stomach aches 

andthey have diarrhea when they eat this. When we complained, we were toldthat there would not be any 

change in supply for two more years. That iswhen the tenure of the contract with the private supplier of these 

packets will end.” 
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CONCLUSION 

 

After having a drawn a complete a close analysis of major leading periodicals, I cannot but a strong sense of 

empathy, giving me much reason as to dawn upon me the plight of umpteen. Through this report, I intend to 
bring the foreground the wrongs and the rights, to my fullest degree and thereby draw a hereafter conclusion to 

much needed active criticism of our print media when it comes to displaying sensitive issues such as the rights 
of the child and fighting for them –  

• Many of the leading periodicals do not have sufficient enough stories that bring to light to plight of the 

children 

• Many articles, being reportage in nature, tend to lack empathy and appear to the reader as just another 

headline 

• Few journalists, resembling activists, have been able to display the plight of the children to quite an 

extent, via stories, thus expressing the voice of the children to a great extent. 

• Out of the 49 articles so covered only 18 of them had been able to represent the voices of children upto 

a fair extent while 27 of them voice the opinion of the government. Thus, effectively on 36.7% of the 

articles voiced the concern of children’s while 55.17% of the articles where able to display the voice of 

the government up to a certain extent. A much needed change is in order to affect such low coverage 

with active criticism. 
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DISCLAIMER 
 

 

 

 

 

This Report has been prepared during the course of six weeks of 

Internship with CRY (Child Rights and You) Kolkata under the 

guidance of Ms. Anupama Muhuri. The views and opinions 

expressed in this document are those of the interns and are not  

necessarily similar to the organisation’s view point and approaches. 
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Make efforts to bring children’s issues in the news!!!! 


